
 

The Illinois Sheriffs' Association hosted our Annual Winter Training Conference
in Springfield last month. The event included the Executive Board Meeting, two
days of continuing education training, the ISA Business Meeting, and the Annual

Awards Banquet. During the banquet, the ISA swore in the 2026 Executive
Board and welcomed its 2026 President, Wabash County Sheriff J. Derek
Morgan. The evening also recognized the 2025 Service Award winners and

celebrated the many accomplishments of ISA members. The ISA congratulates
President Morgan and wishes him great success as he helps lead the



Association through a very busy year ahead.
 

2026 ISA Executive Board Sworn in at Winter
Conference Banquet

ABOVE: Wabash County Sheriff J. Derek Morgan
sworn in as ISA 2026 President

ABOVE (left to right): Champaign County Sheriff
Dustin Heuerman sworn in as 2nd Vice President and Kankakee County Sheriff

Mike Downey sworn in as 1st Vice President

Left photo: Ogle County Sheriff Brian VanVickle sworn in as Secretary/Treasurer. Right photo: DeWitt County Sheriff
Mike Walker sworn into Executive Committee.

Celebrating Leadership: Sheriff Pat Hartshorn Receives



Roger Scott High Sheriff Award

ABOVE: Sheriff Pat Hartshorn with ISA
Executive Director Jim Kaitschuk

The Illinois Sheriffs' Association proudly presents the
Roger Scott High Sheriff of Illinois Award, one of its
highest honors recognizing individuals who have made
outstanding contributions to preserving and strengthening
the Office of Sheriff.
 
The award was recently renamed in honor of the late
Roger Scott, retired Sheriff of DeKalb County, whose
service and dedication left a lasting legacy within the
Association and the law enforcement community across
Illinois.
 
This prestigious recognition is reserved for individuals
whose selfless actions promote professionalism in law
enforcement and advance the goals, programs, and
mission of the Illinois Sheriffs' Association.
 
This year, the Association is proud to recognize Pat
Hartshorn, Sheriff of Vermilion County. Through his
leadership, commitment to public safety, and continued
advocacy for the Office of Sheriff, Sheriff Hartshorn
exemplifies the service and dedication that this award
represents.
 
Please join us in congratulating Sheriff Hartshorn
on this well-deserved recognition!!

2026 BILL OF THE DAY IS UNDERWAY!

With all of the bills introduced this year in the
House and Senate, ISA Executive Director,
Jim Kaitschuk has his hands full tracking

these bills, working to collaborate with
Legislators as they are drafted and to have
conversations in the earliest stages on bills

that impact public safety and policing!
 

Go to the ISA Website Resource Page or
watch for posts on our Facebook for more

information.

Below are just a few examples of the bills we've highlighted so far
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See the March Senate and House Calendars below.
Click the coordinating buttons to download a PDF file.

SENATE Schedule JAN-MAY
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HOUSE Schedule JAN-MAY

ISA CELEBRATED OUR 2025 AWARD WINNERS AT OUR
2026 WINTER CONFERENCE BANQUET

2025 Deputy of the Year
Morgan County Sheriff's Office - Deputy Derek Suttles

Watch ISA 2025 Deputy of the Year Video

This video details his longstanding career in Law Enforcement and his work in criminal
interdiction. His record shows an enormous commitment to keeping the citizens of Morgan

County and Illinois safe. Deputy Suttles' 20 years in law enforcement, professionalism,
dedication to the citizens of Morgan County and the State of Illinois made him the clear choice

by the ISA as our 2025 Deputy of the Year.
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2025 Correctional Officer of the Year
Kane County Sheriff's Office - Sergeant John Hoffman

Watch ISA 2025 Correctional Officer of the Year Video

In this video you will hear about Sergeant Hoffman's legacy career in Corrections and his
dedication to the citizens of Kane County and the State of Illinois. Sergeant Hoffman’s

leadership style embodies compassion, patience, and experience, and he consistently fosters a
positive and supportive work environment that strengthens his entire team. It is the ISA's distinct

honor to have chosen him for the Correctional Officer of the Year.

2025 Telecommunicator Officer of the Year
Jefferson County Sheriff's Office - 911 Dispatcher Grace Cole

Watch ISA 2025 Telecommunicator of the Year Video

In the evening hours of September 1st, 2025, the Sheriff's Office's 911 Center learned through
a citizen report there was a possible homicide, and a suspect vehicle description was provided.

911 Operator Grace Cole was working by herself during this event. It is proven that first
responders do a better job the quicker they get accurate information when responding to a call
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for service, especially when it is a major event. Cole's performance certainly did just that and
we commend her for it. JOB WELL DONE!

2025 ISA Lifesaving Award Presentation

Watch ISA Lifesaving Award Video

On behalf of the Illinois Sheriffs’ Association, it is our distinct honor to recognize Illinois
Deputies and Correctional Officers whose decisive actions, professionalism, and unwavering

commitment to service directly resulted in the preservation of human life. The Lifesaving Awards
are reserved for those moments when training meets courage—when individuals step forward

without hesitation, placing the safety and wellbeing of others above their own. Today, we proudly
acknowledge these officers for their extraordinary service and dedication to the communities

they serve.
 

Wabash County, Correctional Officer Francine Clowers
Wayne County, Correctional Officers Kenneth Drake & Donovan Lee
Clinton County, Deputy Brett Winegarner
Christian County, Deputy Alan Bailey, Court Deputy Robert Campbell & Correctional
Officer Malorie Bergschneider
McLean County, Correctional Officers Alex Hawkins & Neil Kendregan
Kankakee County, Corporal Zachory Richmond
Kankakee County, Correctional Officer Nicole Licht
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To further support K9 programs, the Illinois Sheriffs’ Association is proud to introduce
the 2026 ISA K9 Hero DuPage County K9 Xena. Xena is a dual-purpose K9 trained in
narcotics odor detection and human remains (cadaver) detection. She joined the
DuPage County K9 Team in 2020 and was paired with her handler, Deputy Aaron
Davis. K9 Xena is a true hero who plays an important role in protecting the community.
To Deputy Davis, Xena has earned the nick name of “The Goodest Good Girl” and he
is proud to be her partner.
 
Every time you shop or become a member, you help ISA continue to provide
support and training to Sheriff’s Offices throughout Illinois. The DuPage County
K9 Hero Xena plush is a special donation item, net proceeds will directly
support the DuPage County K9 Unit in honor of Xena’s service.
 
Through programs like this, the Illinois Sheriffs’ Association continues its
mission of supporting law enforcement and the K9 teams that play a vital role
in keeping Illinois communities safe.

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR K9 HEROES

2026 ISA Get to Know Your Sheriff Series
March | Wabash County
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Thanks to our Corporate ISA Membership Sponsors
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CGTI 2026 Registration is NOW OPEN!
 
The Cebrin Goodman Teen Institute (CGTI) is a 5-day youth leadership conference focused on
leadership development, substance use prevention, and mental wellbeing - happening July 12–16,
2026.
 
For over 30 years, the Illinois Sheriffs’ Association has proudly provided scholarship opportunities to
help Illinois youth attend this award-winning program. Thousands of students across the state have
grown their leadership skills thanks to the generosity of ISA members! Please see the links below for
more information and to fill out a scholarship interest form.
 
Eligible Applicants:
• Incoming 7th–12th grade students (2026–2027 school year)
• Volunteer Staff (18+)
• PALS + Youth Staff (returning high school attendees)
 
Early Bird Registration ends April 16!
Learn more and apply:
ABOUT: https://www.cg-ti.org/cgti-summer-conference
SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY: https://iabh.wufoo.com/.../2026-cgti-isa-scholarship.../
Please share if you know a student who would benefit from this incredible scholarship opportunity!
 

2026 ISA Conference & Training Schedule

Chief Deputy & Jail Administrators
Conference

April 22-24, 2026
Embassy Suites, East Peoria

Civil Process
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June 2026, TBD, East Peoria

Sheriffs Summer Training
Conference

September 12-15, 2026
Embassy Suites, East Peoria

 
New Sheriffs Management Institute

November 15-19, 2026
President Abraham Lincoln Hotel,

Springfield

Visit Our Website

We would not be able to put our training and conferences on without our
Preferred Vendors! The Illinois Sheriffs' Association would like to thank

your vendors listed below!

LEVEL DIAMOND ELITE
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LEVEL DIAMOND

LEVEL PLATINUM
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Plan to LIKE, FOLLOW and SHARE
posts from the ISA to help us spread

the word about and educate others on
public safety, policing and your rights

that the ISA fights for!

UNSUBSCRIBE
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