
As we reflect on Veterans Day this year, the Illinois Sheriffs’ Association extends our
heartfelt gratitude to all our members, Sheriffs, and Sheriff’s Office staff who have

served in the United States Armed Forces. Your dedication to protecting our country
and your continued service to our communities embody the highest ideals of duty and

sacrifice. Though Veterans Day has passed, our appreciation remains constant.
 

Thank you for your courage, commitment, and example of
leadership both in uniform and beyond.



Thanks to our Corporate ISA
Membership Sponsors.

A pilot program launched in Kankakee County is changing the way Illinois handles inmates with

serious mental health needs and inspiring other sheriffs to follow suit.

 

As jails across the state struggle to manage individuals found unfit to stand trial, the Illinois

Sheriffs’ Association (ISA), county sheriffs, and the Illinois Department of Human Services

(IDHS) are working together to provide a new model of care that combines safety, treatment,

and collaboration.

 

To learn more about how the Kankakee program began, we spoke with Sheriff Mike Downey,

who shared the story behind the pilot’s creation, its early successes, and advice for other

sheriffs considering similar programs.

READ THE FULL ARTICLE HERE

https://www.altria.com/
https://www.ilsheriff.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/ISA_Mental-Health-Article-November-2025.pdf


2025 ISA Get to Know Your Sheriff Series
November | Rock Island County









https://www.facebook.com/ricosheriff
https://isa25.itemorder.com/shop/home/


2026 ISA Conference & Training Schedule

Sheriffs Winter Training Conference
February 7-10, 2026

President Abraham Lincoln Hotel,
Springfield

Chief Deputy & Jail Administrators
Conference

April 22-24, 2026
Embassy Suites, East Peoria

Civil Process
June 2026, TBD, East Peoria

Sheriffs Summer Training
Conference

September 12-15, 2026
Embassy Suites, East Peoria

Visit Our Website

We would not be able to put our training and conferences on without our
Preferred Vendors! The Illinois Sheriffs' Association would like to thank

your vendors listed below!

LEVEL DIAMOND ELITE

https://isa25.itemorder.com/shop/home/
https://www.ilsheriff.org/training/
https://bi2technologies.com/
https://cpcjail.com/


LEVEL DIAMOND

LEVEL PLATINUM

https://cpcjail.com/
https://stellar-services.net/?avia_forced_reroute=1
https://www.icrmt.com/
https://www.thesheriffapp.com/
https://ezjustice.us/
https://www.firstnet.com/
https://www.forcemetrics.com/
https://www.indivior.com/en/about-us
https://iprf.com/
https://www.roup.com/
https://www.zoll.com/


Route 66 in Carlinville, Illinois, was used for transport of illegal

beverages in the 1920s, leading some people to incarceration

at the Macoupin County “Cannonball Jail” right on that same

Route 66. The jail was used for 119 years and is now open to

the public for self-guided tours.

 

Built in 1869 a few years after the end of the Civil War, the

Macoupin County Jail was constructed using the “cannonball

method” which prevented jail breaks “by making it nearly

impossible to remove the stone blocks,” a jail poster says.

“This involved the ends of each stone being hollowed out and

a cannonball placed in the joint. This prevented a prisoner

from chiseling around a stone and popping it out as a way to

escape.” The Cannonball Jail was built to house 16 men and

one woman.

 

The official address is 205 E. 1st South St. in Carlinville,

Illinois. The jail’s entrance was on the original alignment of U.S.

Route 66. Route 66 went through Macoupin County during the

end of the Prohibition Era. Taking place from 1920 to 1933,

constitutional prohibition in the U.S. prohibited the

manufacture, sale and transportation of intoxicating liquors for

beverage purposes, according to the 18 Amendment (repealed

by the 21st Amendment).



 

“The years which Route 66 traveled through Macoupin County

coincided with the end of the Prohibition Era,” a jail sign says.

“There was a lot of bootlegging in the county which was

recorded in the jail records. The arrests included possessing

and operating a still along with selling and transporting

intoxicating liquor.”

Jail house stories
Ruthann, who refused to give her last name, was among those who were caught up in Prohibition busts. “I

slept in that bed one night in 1927 and took a bath in that tub,” a sign sharing Ruthann’s story in the jail’s

female cell says. “The Jailer brung the water up. I got arrested here for cookin a meal for a gangster who was

movin moonshine (homemade liquor) north. Sheriff Stubblefield arrested me sayin I assisted with illegal

transportation of alcohol and it was prohibition times. Booze rolled pretty easy up Route 66 through Carlinville.

There weren’t many women who got arrested, but they got me. These are the facts, well, they might be.”

Information about jail life is placed throughout the jail, particularly in the form of “Jail House Stories.”

 

The jail housed inmates but also was the residence of the sheriff, his wife and their children. “When a sheriff

was elected in the 1800s, the citizens received two for the price of one,” a jail sign at the door of the jailer’s

residence says. “The sheriff performed his duties of apprehending criminals while his wife did the cooking,

laundry, and cleaning for the prisoners and her family.” The second floor of the jail tower housed the family’s

living quarters, where the sheriff’s and his wife’s bed was located. The bedroom for the sheriff’s children was in

the tower’s third-floor room.

 

“Until the 20th century, the sheriff’s wife cooked and did the laundry in the basement of this building,” the

jailer’s residence sign says. The “Hell Hole” was also in the basement. “This door within the floor leads to the

‘Hell Hole,’” a sign at the basement’s floor access door in the jail’s foyer says. “Inmates were treated well but if

they gave a Sheriff a difficult time, they’d be removed from the cell and sent to the ‘Hell Hole.’ This was a cell in

the basement on a dirt floor that wasn’t kept up well.”

Jail break notwithstanding
Difficult inmates finally overcame jail personnel, making a jail break notwithstanding the cannonballs built within

the jail’s walls. Richard Walden was a jailer, dispatcher and relief janitor at the Cannonball Jail in his college

years at Blackburn College during the 1970s. Walden shared in his “Jail House” story that he was around

when three people, two of whom were brothers, were jailed for robbery. “They were notorious. This happened

when I was working there,” Walden says. The three men broke out of the jail one Sunday afternoon when

another jailer was working. The two brothers overtook the jailer while he was retrieving metal lunch boxes and

then sprang their companion out of jail. Later, one of the brothers was found in California and brought back to

Macoupin County. “I happened to be at work when they were ready to arraign the prisoner and take him to the

Courthouse to see a Judge,” Walden says. “Someone said, ‘Go get him and let’s go.’ As (Sheriff) Herb

(Hoover) went past me, he gave me his firearm and said, ‘If he comes out first, shoot him.’” At the courthouse,

the prisoner lunged at the judge after his handcuffs were removed. The sheriff wrestled him back into

handcuffs. “He was later convicted and sentenced,” Walden says.

 

WHEN YOU GO

WHAT: Macoupin County “Cannonball Jail”

WHERE: The official address is 205 E. 1st South St. in Carlinville, Illinois.

The jail’s entrance was on the original alignment of U.S. Route 66.

WHEN: The Macoupin County Cannonball Jail has free self-guided tours from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. April through

October.

However, the jail will be open Thanksgiving Day and Weekend: Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday,

Nov. 27 through 30, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

 



INFORMATION: The historic 1869 Macoupin County Jail was completed while the current courthouse was

being constructed. Both were designed by E.E. Myers with the jail contract price of $14,000.

MORE INFORMATION

As temperatures drop, now’s the time to make sure you, and your
home, are ready for winter weather. A few simple steps can go a

long way toward keeping you safe, warm, and prepared for
whatever the season brings.

HOME READINESS CHECKLIST
 

1. Schedule a heating checkup.

Have your furnace or boiler serviced to ensure

it’s running efficiently before the cold sets in.

Don’t forget to replace filters and test your

thermostat.

2. Protect your pipes.

Insulate exposed pipes in basements, crawl

spaces, and garages. On extremely cold nights,

let faucets drip slightly to help prevent freezing.

3. Seal drafts.

Check windows, doors, and vents for leaks.

Adding weatherstripping or caulk helps keep

warm air in and energy bills down.

4. Clear gutters and downspouts.

Clean out leaves and debris so melting snow can

drain properly—helping prevent roof and ice

damage.

5. Test smoke and carbon monoxide

detectors.

COLD WEATHER CAR CHECKLIST
 

1. Check your tires.

Make sure tread depth and air pressure are

good. Cold air can lower tire pressure. Consider

winter tires for added traction.

2. Test your battery.

Cold weather can weaken batteries. If it’s over

three years old, have it tested before the first

freeze.

3. Top off fluids.

Use winter-grade washer fluid and make sure

your coolant mix is right for freezing

temperatures.

4. Replace worn wipers.

Good visibility is essential in snow and sleet.

Keep an ice scraper and snow brush in your

vehicle.

5. Pack an emergency kit.

Include a blanket, gloves, flashlight, jumper

cables, snacks, and a small shovel, just in case.

https://motherroadmoves.substack.com/p/cannonball-jail-kept-inmates-on-route


Heating systems and fireplaces increase risk—

replace batteries and confirm alarms are working

properly.

6. Prepare for power outages.

Keep flashlights, extra batteries, blankets, and

nonperishable food on hand. Make sure your

phone stays charged and know where your

emergency kit is.

7. Reverse ceiling fans.

Setting fans to spin clockwise on low helps push

warm air back down into the room.

6. Keep your gas tank at least half full.

It helps prevent fuel lines from freezing and

ensures you can stay warm if you’re delayed in

traffic or snow.

Sources: Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), Ready.gov, National Weather Service (NWS), American Automobile
Association (AAA), and U.S. Department of Energy (DOE)

Plan to LIKE, FOLLOW and SHARE
posts from the ISA to help us spread

the word about and educate others on
public safety, policing and your rights

that the ISA fights for!

https://donate.ilsheriff.org/Default.aspx?tsid=33299

