
National Night Out (held annually on the 1st Tuesday of August) is a
nationwide community event that brings neighbors, law enforcement, and

first responders together for an evening of fun, food, and connection.
From block parties to safety demonstrations, the goal is to strengthen

trust, promote crime prevention, and build a safer, more united
community.

Check out the fun events that happened around the state!



Thanks to our Corporate ISA
Membership Sponsors.
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BEYOND THE BADGE
Have you ever wondered what else your local Sheriff's Office

does behind the scenes?
 

Public Relations & Communications Manager with Madison County Government, Cynthia Ellis shares
insight into the many things Madison County Sheriff's Office does that you might not know.

To view a larger PDF version please click here.
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ISA PRESS RELEASE: Illinois Sheriffs' Association Urges

Parents, Educators, and Communities to Prioritize Online

Safety as Students Head Back to School.

 

View Full Press Release Here

 

Social Media Posting
 
Before you click "post" on your kids cute back to school picture, here are some things to keep in mind for
safety:
 
You shouldn’t post your kids’ personal information on a “back-to-school” board, especially in a public or
social media post, because it can make them a target for identity theft, scams, or even physical harm.
 
Those boards often include details like:
 
Full name
Age or grade
School name
Teacher’s name
Hobbies or favorite things
 
When combined, those details can give strangers enough information to figure out where your child will be,
what they like, and even how to approach them in a convincing way. Criminals or predators can use it for:
 
Location tracking (knowing their daily routine)
Impersonation (posing as a trusted adult)
Phishing or scams (targeting parents or schools)
 
A safer option is to share the milestone privately with friends and family or make a version of the board that
leaves out personal identifiers: just first name or initials, the year, and maybe a fun fact that isn’t tied to
location or routine.
 
  

School Bus Safety
 
Reminders for Parents and Caregivers

Stand at least 5 giant steps (10 feet) away from the edge of the road.
Wait until the bus stops, the door opens, and the driver says it’s okay before stepping onto the bus.
Be careful that clothing with drawstrings and book bags with straps or dangling objects do not get
caught in the handrail or door when exiting the bus.
Walk in front of the bus; never walk behind the bus.
Be sure the bus driver can always see you, and you can see the bus driver.
Before crossing the street, stop and look left-right-left before crossing.

Reminders for Motorists

The overall best practice is to “always stop if there’s a school bus.”
Yellow flashing lights indicate the bus is preparing to stop to load or unload children. Motorists should
slow down and prepare to stop their vehicles.
Motorists may begin moving only when the red flashing lights are turned off, the stop-arm is
withdrawn, and the bus begins to move.
Never pass on the right side of the bus, where children enter or exit. This is illegal and can have
tragic results. 
The greatest risk to a child isn’t riding a school bus, but approaching or leaving one. That’s why, as a
vehicle driver, it is especially important to pay attention. Students’ lives are on the line.
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Slow down. Watch for children walking in the street, especially if there are no sidewalks in the
neighborhood. Watch for children playing and gathering near bus stops.
Don’t drive distracted. Be alert. Children arriving for the bus may dart into the street without looking
for traffic.
Watch out for young people who may be distracted and not paying attention to the traffic around
them.

Respect the “Danger Zone”

The school bus loading and unloading area is called the “Danger Zone.” Specifically, this is any side
of the bus where the bus driver can’t see the child and, therefore, the child is in the most danger.
These areas include:
10 feet in front of the bus, where the driver may be sitting too high to see a child
10 feet on either side of the bus, where a child may be in the driver’s blind spots
Behind the school bus

2025 - 2026 ISA Conference & Training Schedule

Sheriffs Summer Training
Conference

September 20-23, 2025
Embassy Suites, East Peoria

 
Sheriffs Winter Training Conference

February 7-10, 2026
President Abraham Lincoln Hotel,

Springfield
 

Chief Deputy & Jail Administrators
Conference

April 22-24, 2026
Embassy Suites, East Peoria

Visit Our Website

We would not be able to put our training and conferences on without our
Preferred Vendors! The Illinois Sheriffs' Association would like to thank

your vendors listed below!

LEVEL DIAMOND ELITE
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LEVEL DIAMOND

LEVEL PLATINUM

NEWS FROM IL AND AROUND THE COUNTRY
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K-9 helps locate
missing 13-year-old
boy in Goose Creek,
MO: Sheriff
 

By: Daesha Gear | Fox2now.com

READ MORE

STORY UPDATE

Johnson County Honors Sheriff with New Annex
Naming

On May 30, 2025, the Johnson County community

came together to celebrate the dedication of the new

Johnson County Courthouse Sheriff’s Complex as

the “Johnson County Sheriff Elry Faulkner

Annex.”

 

More than 100 local residents and law enforcement

officials attended the event, where retired Illinois

Department of Corrections Chief Deputy Director

Larry W. Mizell welcomed guests, and current

Johnson County Sheriff Pete Sopczak shared

heartfelt accolades honoring Sheriff Elry Faulkner’s

remarkable career.

 

A commemorative plaque unveiled at the ceremony

highlights Sheriff Faulkner’s extraordinary service,

noting him as the longest continuously serving

sheriff in the State of Illinois with 40 years of

service from December 1974 to December 2014.

The plaque also recognizes his Medal of Valor for

Bravery, awarded in January 1994 by the Illinois

Sheriff’s Association, and his election as President

of the Illinois Sheriff’s Association that same year.
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All photo credit: Cebrin Goodman Teen Institute

ABOVE PHOTO: The CGTI Action Team of the Year Award is presented to an action team that has gone
above and beyond in their group efforts to create an impact in their community before and during their time at
CGTI. This group has shown commitment to each other and to implementing a successful action plan that will
be a catalyst for positive change.
 
This year's recipient is Freeport Middle School & High School! This action team is in their second year of CGTI
Programming and has made incredible strides in recruitment and engagement, nearly tripling in attendance
this week. The participants have gone above and beyond to do their own peer to peer outreach, bringing in
students from across their community to collaborate on being catalysts for positive change. Over the last year
of programming, they have remained resilient in spite of unexpected changes across their school district and
have built a strong sense of support with the adults in their community. They have continued to tap into every
resource available to them with a shared purpose of making sure their schools have access to the prevention
and wellness education they deserve.

LEARN MORE ABOUT CGTI
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Plan to LIKE, FOLLOW and SHARE
posts from the ISA to help us spread

the word about and educate others on
public safety, policing and your rights

that the ISA fights for!

Illinois Sheriffs' Association | 3050 Montvale Dr, Ste D | Springfield IL 62704 US

Ph: 217-753-2372  Fax: 217-753-2405  Email: ilsheriff@ilsheriff.org 
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