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PEACE OFFICERS MEMORIAL WEEK IN ILLINOIS &
AROUND THE NATION - May 11-17th

The Illinois Sheriffs' Association honors our fallen heroes and their surviving
family members for their sacrifices and for placing the lives of others ahead of

themselves.

We remain committed to preserving their legacy of service, courage, and
dedication. Their sacrifice will never be forgotten.

This week, and always, we honor them.

The 2025 Illinois Police Memorial Ceremony was held Thursday May 1st at the
Illinois State Library. Officers killed in the line of duty during the calendar year

2024 were honored.
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WATCH THE FULL CEREMONY HERE

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=85mwmKiJ5xk


 

 

Lake County: K9 Dax Honored in Washington
D.C. During Police Memorial Week

 

 

"K9 Dax courageously served the Lake
County Sheriff’s Office alongside his
handler, Deputy John Forlenza, for almost a
decade. During his distinguished career,
Dax was responsible for hundreds of
successful tracks, apprehensions, and
evidence recoveries — all while protecting
his partner and community with unwavering
loyalty.

Sheriff John D. Idleburg was in attendance
to pay tribute, along with Deputy Forlenza
and K9 Lux — Dax’s direct offspring, who
now continues his legacy in service.

K9 Dax’s name is now etched into the



Above photo credit: National Police Dog Foundation

National Law Enforcement K9 Memorial, a
lasting tribute to his bravery and dedication.
Though he may be gone, Dax’s legacy will
continue to inspire and protect".

- Statement from Lake County Facebook

 

ISA K-9 Heroes Program:
Donation to Lake County
Sheriff's Office

The Illinois Sheriffs' Association is thrilled
to be able to present the Lake County
Sheriff's Office K-9 Program this donation
check for $2,000 from the ISA K9 Heroes
Series - K9 Dax Plush Campaign!

K9 Dax was the first in our new series.
The Donation K9 plush were a HUGE hit!
We still have a few K9 Dax plush left, and
there is time to get one for yourself!!

To learn more, visit our K9 Heroes page

 

https://www.facebook.com/NationalPoliceDogFoundation
https://www.ilsheriff.org/k9-heroes/


Pictured in the photo left to right  - ISA Executive Director Jim Kaitschuk, ISA President McDonough
County Sheriff's Office, Sheriff Nick Petitgout, Lake County Sheriff John Idleburg, Lake County Deputy
K9 Handler John Forlenza, and K9 Dax's son, the newest to join the Lake County K-9 Force, K9 Lux!

 

Thanks to our
Corporate ISA
Membership
Sponsors.

 



 

 

Final Weeks of Spring Session
Update from ISA Executive Director,

​Jim Kaitschuk

The clock is ticking on yet another spring legislative session. The
scheduled adjournment date is May 31st which is just a couple weeks
away now. While this session has certainly had its ups and downs, as they
all seem to, there certainly has not been the volume of ideas that we far too
often find ourselves immersed in. I, for one, am very thankful for
that. This year seems to have brought much more dialogue and discussion
on an array of topics which should, in theory, bring better outcomes.
 
Adjustments to the Police Training Act, fixes to Tier 2 Pensions and
changes to the Criminal Code relating to cannabis containers have been at
the forefront of the many discussions this year. As of the writing of this
update, it is simply to early to tell where these issues will land. One thing I
can assure you is that your Sheriffs have a seat at the table in all of these
conversations.

SB 42 - A plan to block Illinois law enforcement from searching vehicles based solely on cannabis odor is
moving to the House floor. An Illinois Supreme Court ruling in September did not give probable cause for
police to search vehicles if they smell burnt cannabis. Yet, a ruling in December gave probable cause for
law enforcement to search vehicles if they smell raw cannabis. This bill would eliminate the requirement
that cannabis be contained in an odorless container. ISA opposes.

SB 1784 - This would not allow juveniles under the age of 12 to be detained for any reason. The current
age is 10. The bill would also stagger the age up to under 14 for detention, but only for very limited
offenses. ISA opposes.
 
SB 2264 - The legislation would impose limitations on county and municipal units of government
regarding restrictions placed on them for penalizing residents and landowners for certain activities on
those properties. ISA opposes.
 
SB 1953 - This legislation was introduced in effort to provide stronger background checks and hiring
procedures for law enforcement after the tragic death of Sonya Massey. ISA supports.
 
SB 2323 - The legislation would create additional human trafficking training and awareness for law
enforcement and DCFS. This would also expand prevention and access to resources to better identify and
intervene in human trafficking cases. ISA supports.



 
SB 1773 - The legislation would add xylazine as a Schedule III controlled substance. Xylazine is often
found as an additive in a number of fentanyl cases. ISA supports
 
HB 2873 - This legislation expands the definition of stalking to include harassment that is not necessary to
accomplish a purpose that is reasonable under the circumstances and would reasonably cause emotional
distress. ISA supports.

 

A Week of Gratitude | Celebrating National
Correctional Officers Week | May 4th - 10th
National Correctional Officers Week is a time to recognize the vital role correctional staff
play within our Sheriff’s Offices across Illinois. These dedicated professionals are the
backbone of our county jails, working tirelessly to maintain safety, security, and order while
upholding the values of justice and public service. Their work is demanding and often goes
unseen, but their impact is deeply felt - within our facilities and throughout the communities
we serve.

Last week, we honored their commitment, resilience, and the critical part they play in our
law enforcement family. The Illinois Sheriffs' Association extends its heartfelt thanks
to the men and women in corrections for your hard work, dedication, and service!



 

 



 

 

2025 ISA Conference & Training Schedule

Civil Process Training,
June 4, 2025,

Par-a-Dice Hotel, East Peoria

Sheriffs Summer



Training Conference,
September 20-23, 2025,

Embassy Suites, East Peoria

Visit our Website

 
We would not be able to put our training and conferences on

without our Preferred Vendors! The Illinois Sheriffs' Association
would like to thank your vendors listed below!

 

LEVEL DIAMOND ELITE
 

https://www.ilsheriff.org/training/


 

LEVEL DIA ​MOND

 

 

LEVEL PLATINUM

   

 

   

 

 

 

2025 ISA Get to Know Your Sheriff Series -



May | Montgomery County













 

NEWS FROM IL AND AROUND
THE COUNTRY:

 
Scenes from D.C.:
What it means to be
at Police Week

Police1.com

 
READ
MORE

New protections for
domestic violence
victims in Illinois now
in effect under
Karina's Law
John Odenthal | CBS News

 
READ
MORE

What is Karina's Law?

Important Measures of Karina’s Law

This law will allow courts to order the seizure of

https://www.police1.com/national-police-week/scenes-from-d-c-what-it-means-to-be-at-police-week
https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/news/new-protections-domestic-violence-victims-illinois-karinas-law/


Karina’s Law went
into effect on Sunday,
May 11, 2025. The bill
was written in
recognition of Karina
Gonzalez of Chicago
who was fatally shot
by her husband 2
years ago.

Why It Matters?

Karina’s Law creates a
new process so that
firearms are taken
away quickly and
clearly when a court
says someone might
be in danger. 

firearms and parts that could be assembled to make
firearms from a Respondent during an
EMERGENCY Order of Protection. Current law
mandates that firearms can only be taken away after
a Plenary Order of Protection has been issued. This
change in the law matches the Firearm Restraining
Order where firearms can be taken away in an
emergency if there is an immediate and present
danger to the Petitioner in the Order of Protection.

What Happens to the Firearms?
The Respondent (accused person) shall be
prohibited from possessing firearms and parts that
can be used to make a firearm.
 If the Respondent has the firearm or the parts or
the FOID or CCL on his person at the time of
service of the EOOP, they shall be immediately
turned over to the service agency.
 If the Respondent does not have the firearm or
parts or the FOID or CCL on his person at the
time of services of the EOOP, the Respondent
shall turn over the items within 24 hours of service
to local local law enforcement officer.
The Court MAY issue a search warrant at the
time of the issuance of the Order of Protection if
the Court finds by probable cause
Police must provide a receipt listing the firearms
they collect and share that with both the person
involved and the court.
Surrendered or seized firearms or firearm parts
shall remain with LEO until the termination of the
Order of Protection or further order of the court.
Respondents do have the ability to transfer the
items at the next court hearing to a 3rd party
FOID card holder that also goes to court with the
approval of the courts.

When the Order Ends
The person can request to have their firearms
returned, if they are legally allowed to own them
again.
The police must return them within 14 days of that
request.
If they don’t ask for their guns back, or can’t be
reached after three attempts, police must ask a
court for permission to dispose of the firearms.

 



Congratulations to the 2025–2026

​ISA Scholarship Recipients! ​
Thank you to our members who continue to

make this scholarship opportunity possible for
the youth in our state!

 





For more photos and information visit the youth outreach section on our website

 

https://www.ilsheriff.org/youth-2/


The 2025-2026 Peacekeepers Scholarship Application is NOW OPEN!

Each year the Illinois Sheriffs' Association offers special scholarships to dependents of our
military and law enforcement community. We believe these scholarships demonstrate honor

to the families of those who serve our country and communities.

Those eligible to apply for the Peacekeepers Scholarship include dependents of Law
Enforcement Officers who are either active duty, retired or those killed in the line of duty.

Also eligible are dependents of active duty Military, Military Reserve, National Guard or of
those killed in action.

DEADLINE TO APPLY IS MONDAY JUNE 2, 2025.
Click the link to download a fillable PDF Application.

Peacekeepers Application

 

https://files.constantcontact.com/e0f0aeb8701/6a7d5aa6-1b38-47d9-934c-7a60a109edf6.pdf


   
Plan to LIKE, FOLLOW and SHARE
posts from the ISA to help us spread
the word about and educate others
on public safety, policing and your
rights that the ISA fights for!
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