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Illinois Law Enforcement Coalition issues statement in opposition to HB163 as 

amended 

 

 SPRINGFIELD – A coalition representing Illinois law enforcement leadership and rank-and-file 

officers has issued a statement in opposition to House Bill 163 as amended that was unveiled on 

Tuesday: 

 The so-called “reforms” that are part of House Bill 163 as amended would destroy law 

enforcement's ability to keep communities safe. The authors of this legislation are not law enforcement 

professionals with hundreds of years of combined experience and this bill was drafted without law 

enforcement input, and because of that the long-term unintended consequences of this legislation would 

be dire. The Illinois Law Enforcement Coalition recently enumerated its Safe Communities plan, a 

sensible approach to modernizing Illinois law enforcement, but House Bill 163 as amended would lead 

to unsafe communities in Illinois. We urge the Illinois General Assembly to avoid making a sudden, 

rash decision in the Lame Duck Session and instead work carefully with all stakeholders to truly 

examine what needs to be done regarding law enforcement in Illinois.           

 

 The Illinois Fraternal Order of Police (FOP) State Lodge, FOP Labor Council, FOP Chicago 

Lodge 7, Illinois Sheriffs’ Association and the Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police have formed the 

Illinois Law Enforcement Coalition and have been working on these strategies since summer to 

improve community safety and enhance the trust between community members and law enforcement. 
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MEDIA CONTACTS FOR ILLINOIS LAW ENFORCEMENT COALITION: 

Illinois Sheriffs' Association Executive Director Jim Kaitschuk, (217) 415-9510 

Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police Executive Director Ed Wojcicki (217) 414-7790 

Illinois FOP Labor Council Executive Director Shawn Roselieb (708) 784-1010 

Illinois FOP Chicago Lodge 7 President John Catanzara, Jr. (773) 497-4567 

Illinois FOP State Lodge President Chris Southwood (217) 726-8880 


